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Masada Teams With Leading Waste Management Firm to Produce Ethanol From Municipal Solid Waste in the Dominican
Republic

BI RM NGHAM Al a., Dec. 12 /PRNewswi re/ -- Masada Resource Group, LLC of
Bi r m ngham Al abama, the world's | eading nunicipal solid waste-to-ethanol
technology firm has teaned with RJ Zapata & Associates S. A, one of the
| argest privately owned groups of waste nmanagenent conpanies in the
Domi ni can Republic, to devel op and operate commerci al -scal e
wast e-to-et hanol and electricity production facilities in the country. The
two conpanies signed a long-termjoint-venture agreement |last nonth to
build facilities in the Domi nican Republic that w |l produce fuel -grade
et hanol and el ectricity from ordi nary househol d garbage.

Raf ael Zapata, President of RJ Zapata and a | eadi ng busi nessman in the
country, brokered the Zapata-Masada deal. "This is a historic nmonent for
the Domi ni can Republic," said Zapata. "This partnership allows us to
di spose of the City of Santo Doni ngo East's nunicipal solid waste and
create up to 30 nmillion gallons of fuel-grade ethanol annually and
substantial electrical power in the process. This is a win-win situation
for everybody invol ved".

"We are excited to have RJ Zapata as our team | eader in the Dom nican
Republic," said Donald V. Watkins, Masada's chief executive officer. "They
run a world-class waste hauling operation and have a clear vision of howto
turn the Dom nican Republic's waste streans into clean, renewable fuels. W
are extrenely proud of this partnership.”

Masada has been the gl obal |eader of waste-to-ethanol technol ogy for
nore than twelve years. Working with the U S. Governnent's Departnent of
Energy and Tennessee Valley Authority over the past decade, Msada
devel oped and patented the innovative CES OxyNol process that converts
househol d garbage into ethanol and other beneficial byproducts. Masada's
pil ot plant operations were |ocated at the Tennessee Valley site. The
conpany's first U S. conmercial waste-to- ethanol facility is slated for
construction in Orange County, New York, and will handl e 800 tons a day of
gar bage.

Masada is licensing its technol ogy and process globally.

Masada recently teaned with Auburn University, one of Anmerica's |eading
research institutions in renewabl e energy from bi omass, to advance the
conpany' s devel opment of a commercially viable biofuel alternative for jet
aviation fuels. The conpany is al so pioneering with Auburn in pulp mll
sl udge-t o- et hanol technol ogy.

RJ Zapata will be Masada's exclusive waste-to-ethanol partner for the
Domi ni can Republic under the 20-year agreenent. The ethanol and other
byproducts created at the Zapata- Masada waste-to-ethanol facilities can be
sold locally or exported to other narkets.

Masada i s expanding its waste-to-ethanol business operations by team ng
with existing waste nmanagenent conpanies in Central America, the Caribbean
and South Anerica. The conpany has applied for and/or secured international
patents in nearly three dozen countries.

Announcenent of the Zapata-Masada deal cones at a tinme when the

nati onal government of the Dominican Republic is addressing the country's
energy production needs through strong | aws that support this initiative.

SOURCE Masada Resource Group, LLC
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